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5:46 am, January 17, 1995: The Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake occurred.

Hyogo Prefecture experienced an unprecedented disaster, but the people of Hyogo have worked hard together, with warm
encouragement and support from home and abroad. The process of "creative reconstruction," aiming for a mature society of the
21st century, was a series of challenges of the unknown, such as caring for the elderly, psychological care and supporting
volunteer activities.

Now, as the scar on the town fades away, people living in affected areas who did not experience the earthquake, are increasing
in numbers, and there is concern that the lessons and legacies of the earthquake will be erased with the passage of time. On the
other hand, major earthquakes have also occurred in various places after the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, such as the
Niigata Chuetsu Earthquake, the Great East Japan Earthquake, the Kumamoto Earthquake, and the Hokkaido Eastern Iburi
Earthquake. Also, storm surges and floods caused by large typhoons, landslide disasters, and torrential rains due to the progress
of global warming are occurring frequently. Such disasters can occur anywhere in Japan. In addition, there are concerns about
potential catastrophes such as the Nankai Trough Earthquake and the Tokyo Metropolitan Earthquake. Natural disasters cannot
be avoided. In order to protect our lives, it is necessary to establish a "disaster culture” that works on disaster prevention
measures and disaster mitigation activities on a daily basis in society.

By looking back on the path we have taken from the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake to now, by sharing the experiences and
lessons, they have been widely utilized in disaster prevention and disaster mitigation measures for homes and communities as
well as companies and governments. Our hope is that these experiences will continue to be widely utilized beyond time and
place, leading to a safer and more secure society for all.
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The earthquake occurred at 5:46:52 a.m. on January 17th (Tuesday), 1995.
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Houses and buildings collapsed due to the earthquake, and many precious |ives were taken in an instant
In many mid-to-high-rise buildings, the intermediate floors collapsed.
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House collapse
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There was major damage mainly to old wooden houses built on pre-1981 earthquake resistance standards.
There were many cases where the first floor collapsed, bringing the second floor to ground level.
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The major cause of death was asphyxiation or being crushed to death under collapsed building.
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It Is estimated that about 80% of those who were trapped

under collapsed buildings but survived were rescued by their neighbors.
Quake-proof buildings, fixing furniture and

strengthening of local communities'
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Outbreaks of fire
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Many fires broke out and spread in densely built-up areas with old wooden houses,
Especially, in Hyogo and Nagata Wards in Kobe,
numerous buildings were burnt down extensively.
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Damage to traffic
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Urban functions were paralyzed due to severely damaged transportation networks
such as roads, railways and ports.
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The cost of direct damage has been estimated
atapproximately 10 trillion yen.
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approx. 9.9268 trillion yen
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* Ovet820,000 resldents evacuated to more than 1,000 evacuation centers
’1 such ns sthools and public facilities and had to live in difficult environments. Evacuation
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Changes in the Number of evacuation centers (in Hyogo Pref.)
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Numerous volunteers came to the disaster-stricken areas from all over Japan
to support the victims both physically and spiritually through various activities.
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Damage and restoration of lifeline
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The lifelines of electricity, gas, water, etc. also suffered tremendous damage,

greatly affecting the lives of the victims as well as rescue and medical activities,
and it took three months to complete the restoration.
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Inheritance and dissemination of experience and
lessons learned from the disaster
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With warm support from home and abroad, Hyogo Prefecture people have warked hard together
towards a "creative reconstruction”, and as a result, the scars of the town are now not noticeable.
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To respond to the remaining challenges, such as caring for the elderly, we will continue to share the experiences
and lessons learned from the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake so that they can be useful to help people in future hazards,
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